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Whether we are speaking person-to-person or online, _ Imagine a product design studio commissioned to design a tool
when we erase Hashem’s instructions for proper speech from our lives,

we are at the same time that would increase loshon hora into the world in an unprecedented way.

erasing from our lives so much of the brachah What would the design specs look like?
for which we hope and daven.

When our words or posts humiliate one of Hashem’s children,
we create division among ourselves 1 2 3 4 5 6
and shatter the vessel The product Reach people Facilitate the Send pictures  Convince people Remove any

into which all Hashem’s goodness flows. would need to with lightning spread of loshon and videos the information  guilt or personal

. . , : be accessible to speed hora to masses is true just by responsibility
We compromise the merit to appeal to Hashem'’s compassion. eVerv person of people the sheer
IN THE We may think of loshon hora as a debt that only comes due in the Next World, yp peop BRSNS g
but in reality transmissions
145 YEARS SINCE our words create the world —
g we live in here and now. ) ,
EFER CHOFETZ WhatsApp groups, Twitter, “I've seen it everywhere,” for most
CHAIM WAS And S0, this Parshas Tazriyah-Metzorah, hundreds of Rabbonim are uniting Instagram and Facebook people means “it must be
to bring their Kehillos the awareness of the damage of Loshon Hora may not have been true.” The combination
PUBLISHED in speech and in all of its new technological forms. designed to be the of all these elements
’ Now is the time . greatest loshon of social media makes
KLAL YISRAEL to repair the breaches that are opening hora delivery it history's most
moment by moment in our wall of Divine protection. systems in the destructive
HA S J l] INED . . . . . ) history of man- disseminator of
This Shabbos is a window of opportunity in which we can raise our awareness kind, but they fit loshon hora. It is a
THE BATTLE of what our mouths - and for many of us, our digital devices - are doing to our world. : '
the specs perfect- nuclear warhead that
ACAINST Winning the battle against loshon hora means ly. With these tools, destroys everything
empowering our Torah and Tefillah, anyone can effortlessly within a tremendous radius.
LOSHON HORA. bringing us sholom and brochah and reach out to groups of

people to share embarassing For Klal Yisrael, the stakes are impossible
o o videos and posts that destroy reputations to fathom. Hashem’s brachah and our success as Jews
Standing together, it’s a battle we can win. at lightning speed. depend on our Torah, tefillah and sholom, but loshon hora
disables them. In a time filled with chaos and confusion, this is our
The anonymity of social media makes matters worse. In lifeline: Hashem says “I can save you from all harm, provided you
Virtually You: The Dangerous Powers of the E-Personality, conceal yourself from a loshon hora.” (lyov, Ch.5:21)

author Dr. Elias Aboujaoude cites a study revealing that ‘ )
o 553 1 DT D T on-line users convince themselves that their on-line behavior But everyday we are smashing the wall of protection Hashem
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A NEW SURGE R is “not me,” and therefore, they do not feel responsible for the offers us with tens of thousands of thoughtless posts that dart
n whn nTEw3 prn i q
R b : oy G 31 R B 933 T2 )m o . consequences of their posts. Thus, a person who would feel loshon hora from person to person and group to group.
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By waking up to the impact of social media and putting

glaipiitve : v strategies in place, we can access Hashem's incredible promises
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The Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation’s Mission

is to inspire Jews around the world to grasp the life-enhancing gift of Shmiras Haloshon

and to provide easy access to a wide array of options designed to spark personal growth.

powerofspeech.org



1. ttis still loshon hara 2. You can't share loshon hara about some- 3. Loshon hara is about 4. You cannot post
even if it already went ~ one you decide is “bad” unless that someone  conveying negative or a video of frum Jews

viral. Just because it’s is: a) halachically considered a “rasha”; and harmful information; it is making a chillul Hashem
"W W. W, n making theroundsand b} you are publicizing it so that people should  not specifically about because its “news” or
ITH STRATEGIE s’ YOU SHOULD AGE AR everyone knows about it, stay away. Itis not so easy to become a “rasha”. speaking or writing. Merely  “interesting.” Let’s face
-MISHLEI, CH 24:6 does not preventaneg-  Unless someone casts off Judaism (porek ol) he  posting a video or picture of  it. What is a greater
ative report from being  is not a “rasha”. Non-frum people are generally  someone acting improperly  chillul Hashem than
loshon hara. classified as acting innocently (tinokos shenish- is loshon horah evenif you  publicizing a chillul
be'u) because they don’t know better,soyou  don’t add any “cute” Hashem!
- .. ’]r,'w ;n oo cannot speak negatively about them. negative comment. DIVS
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HOW WOULD I FEEL IF ,D11WY DIT® YM” THEIR TONGUE IS A DEADLY ARROW.-viRMIYAHU 7:9
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‘ ‘ The loshon hora post and subsequent viral storm hit
at our son’s Bar Mitzvah.

The negative comments came Pourmg in.
What was supposed to be one of life’s happiest moments

was a nightmare. Now whenever | meet people, it's

“Aren’t you the one who...”

My life has been reduced to one unfortunate moment in time.
Hundreds of people forwarded the post.

What were they thinking? 99
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