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Introduction’

The Shulchan Aruch conveys that through some of the brochos of Pu-
rim we have the opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation to
Hashem — not only for the miraculous salvation from Haman and
Achashverosh — but also for His constant intervention to save us from
suffering at the hands of our haters, in the past, in the present, and in the
future.?

This chapter relates to the halachos of brochos on Purim (from bro-
chos of the mitzvos of Purim, to mistakes in the brochos of davening and
bentching, to common brocha uncertainties which arise before, during,
and after the Purim seuda) in the following format:

Section A is about why we fast on Taanis Esther.

In Section B we discuss brochos issues relevant to the megillah read-
ing. For example what should one do if he came late and missed hearing
any of the brochos recited before the megillah reading? Should women
come to shul to hear the megillah? When the megillah is read for women,
who should recite the brochos, and which brochos should be recited?
What is a parent’s chinuch obligation for their sons and daughters?

In Section C we discuss davening and bentching issues. For example
what should one do if he forgot to say al hanisim in davening or bentch-
ing? If one missed maariv due to sleep or intoxication how should he
compensate next morning for his omission?

In Section D we discuss davening, bentching, and reciting brochos
while intoxicated.
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214 HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

In Section E we discuss brochos requirements for one who eats or
drinks when making the rounds to multiple houses. Should he recite one
brocha rishona at the first stop and one brocha achrona at the end, or
separate brochos at each destination?

Finally, in Section F we discuss brochos relating to the Purim seuda.
For example, is one permitted to begin the seuda in his house, then leave
without bentching and continue the Purim seuda in another house with-
out reciting a new brocha rishona?

A. Taanis Esther

There is an obligation® for all of k’lal Yisroel to fast on the 13" of Adar.
Although the fast is called Taunis Esther, the primary focus of the fast is
not to commemorate the three days of fasting that we did at the request
of Esther? when she put herself in mortal danger to enter the king’s cham-
bers without permission (which occurred in Nisan,’ not Adar).

Rather, it is to commemorate how we fasted on the 13t of Adar (11
months after we fasted for Esther) to beseech Hashem for success and
protection as we embarked on a one day war to defend ourselves and
kill the enemies who had designated the 14" of Adar to murder us and
eradicate us from history.® 2

a Itis called Taunis Esther to focus us on the fact that when a person is in danger and fasts and
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Purim, Chapter 8, B

Although there are some leniencies with regard to who may be ex-

empted from the fast,” nevertheless the halachos regarding this fast day

are the same as those of the other fast days. ®

NOTE: For a detailed discussion of halachos of brochos for a fast day see

Chapter Fourteen (Halachos of Brochos for Fast Days).

B. Brochos for the Mitzvah of Megillah

1. Mitzvah of Megillah Incumbent on Men, Women, and Children

2. Four Brochos Required

3. Baal Koreh Recites Brochos to be Motzi the Listeners

4. Missed Hearing the Baal Koreh’s Brochos

5. No Interruption between Brochos and Megillah Reading

repents and turns to Hashem with all his heart, as was the case in the time of Esther, Hashem

sees and listens to their pleas and saves them.”

b The requirement to fast on Taunis Esther is less stringent than the requirement to fast on the

other fast days with regard to pregnant or nursing women® and persons suffering from illness

or experiencing moderate pain even from non-incapacitating ailments.1
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

6. No Interruption between Megillah and Last Brocha

7. Obligation to Stand While Listening to Brochos

8. Women’s Obligation of Megillah and Brochos
9. Parent’s Obligation of Chinuch

10. Being Motzi Ill and Elderly Persons

11. Havdolah after Megillah

1. Mitzvah Incumbent on Men, Women, and Children

The mitzvah of listening to the megillah being read is incumbent on all
members of k’lal Yisroel;'! men, women,'? and children (boys and also

girls).®

Optimally, one should be yotzeh the brochos being recited and the
megillah being read for a tzibur — in a shul.*
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2. Four Brochos Required

Purim, Chapter 8, B

Four brochos are required for the megillah reading at night and then
again at the megillah reading in the morning. Three brochos are required
before reading the megillah'® and one brocha is required after the read-
ing.!® Each of these brochos has its own set of halachos.

a. Al Mikroh Megillah

The first brocha al'’ mikroh migillah is a bircas hamitzvah to acknowl-
edge our appreciation of being commanded to perform the mitzvah

dirabonon'® of reading® the megillah.”

¢ The brocha of megillah reading is slightly different than the brocha for listening to the sounds
of the shofar. The mitzvah of shofar is to listen to the sounds of the shofar. Therefore, the brocha is
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

As with every bircas hamitzvah it must be recited prior to performing
the mitzvah.?* Thus the brocha is recited prior to the megillah reading at
night and again prior to the megillah reading on Purim morning.

b. Sheh’osoh Nisim to Acknowledge the Nais

The second brocha, shehosoh nisim, is not a bircas hamitzvah but rather
a bircas hashevach (a brocha acknowledging and praising Hashem
for miraculously saving us).?* This brocha is also recited prior to the

YW (to listen). The mitzvah of megillah is to read the megillah, therefore the brocha is X %y
(to read).?? Although only one person actually performs the act of reading the megillah, neverthe-
less, under the halachic principle of “shomeiah koneh” it is considered as if the listener himself has
read that which he heard being read.?! Under this principle, if the listener fails to hear some of the
words being read it is as if he did not read those words and is therefore not yotzeh.?2 (The rationale

of shomeiah koneh is discussed in Halachos of Brochos, pages 184 and 185.)
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Purim, Chapter 8, B

megillah reading at night and again prior to the megillah reading on Pu-
rim morning.?

c. Shehecheyonu

The third brocha, shehecheyonu, is a bircas hashevach.?® The mitzvah of
reading Megillas Esther comes only one day a year and therefore requires
a shehecheyonu. We acknowledge Hashem’s kindness for keeping us physi-
cally and spiritually alive and enabling us to reach this time — yet another
year — to perform the mitzvos at hand.?”

The minhag of Ashkenazim is to recite shehecheyonu prior to the me-
gillah reading on Purim evening and then again on Purim morning.2%d

At the morning reading, when the baal koreh recites the shehecheyonu,
he should have specific intention to be motzi the listeners for the mitzvah
of megillah,® as well as for the mitzvos of mishloach monos® and seudas

d The minhag® of most3® Sfardim is for the baal koreh to recite shehecheyonu Purim night and
not to repeat shehecheyonu the next morning.

e Although Chazal did not designate a brocha for performing the mitzvah of mishloach monos
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Purim>? (as well as matonos levyonim).* The listeners should have specific
intention to be yotzeh the requirement of shehecheyonu for the perfor-
mance of megillah reading plus for the performance of the other three

mitzvos of Purim.*

d. Brocha after the Megillah

Directly after the megillah reading the baal koreh is motzi the listeners with
a bircas hashevach to offer our gratitude and to praise Hashem for continu-
ously saving us and avenging those who wish to destroy us.*” This brocha
(harav es revainu) refers to all types of enemies; from those whose hatred of
us is baseless, to those who articulate righteous justification in opposing us.*®
Reciting this brocha is an opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation

and matonos levyonim,3 nevertheless since this mitzvah comes just once a year the Poskim

write that it is appropriate to include them in the shehecheyonu.3¢
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Purim, Chapter 8, B

not only for the miraculous salvation from Haman and Achashverosh, but
also for His constant intervention to save us from suffering at the hands of

our haters, in the past, in the present, and in the future.?

9

3. Baal Koreh Recites Brochos to be Motzi the Listeners

Prior to reading the megillah for the tzibur, the baal koreh recites the bro-
chos, with specific intention to be motzi all the listeners for the brochos*°
and for the mitzvah of reading the megillah.*!

The listener must have specific intention to be yotzeh with the baal
koreh’s brochos.*? If a listener failed to have specific intention to be yotzeh
with the brochos, or did not hear the brochos, but had intention to be
yotzeh with the reading, he is not yotzeh the brochos, but is yotzeh the

mitzvah of megillah reading.*?

The listener must also have specific intention to be yotzeh with the
mitzvah of megillah reading.** Therefore before starting to read,* the

baal koreh will usually announce that everyone should have in mind to be

yotzeh this mitzvah.*6
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4. Missed Hearing the Baal Koreh’s Brochos

To be yotzeh the brochos that are being recited by the baal koreh, one
must hear every word of the brochos.*’f

If one did not hear any part of one of the brochos (e.g., he came a
few seconds late, was distracted by a child, was standing too far from
the bima, his hearing was not up to par* etc.) he is not yotzeh with that
brocha.’® He should try to recite those brochos himself before the baal
koreh starts reading the megillah.8

f One should be careful not to say boruch Hu uvoruch Sh'mo*”! for these brochos (or for
any brocha which is being recited to be motzi him). Bdieved, if one mistakenly said boruch
Hu uvoruch Shimo, it is questionable whether or not he is yotzeh.*® Accordingly a new brocha
should not be recited.

g If the baal koreh already started reading, the listener should do as follows: If he feels that he
can recite the brochos himself and also catch up to the baal koreh by reading what he missed
from a megillah or even from a Chumash, it is preferable that he do so0.!

Similarly if one was late to shachris and came to shul just before the megillah was about to be
read (and there is no later minyan available), if he feels that he can recite the brochos himself
and also catch up to the baal koreh by reading what he missed from a megillah or even from a
Chumash, it is preferable that he do so. Bdieved, if there is no time to recite bircas hatorah he

may listen to the megillah first and then recite bircas hatorah afterwards.>?
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If one was unable to recite the brochos before the reading of the megil-
lah, he should recite the brochos between any of the chapters,® or when
the baal koreh stops for a few moments (i.e. when the baal koreh pauses to
allow the noise to abate after reading “Haman”>*), or when the baal koreh
pauses to allow the fzibur to say the customary p’sukim.>

Bdieved if one did not hear the brochos and was unable to recite them
during the course of the reading, he is nevertheless yotzeh his obligation
of hearing the megillah.>®

5. No Interruption between Brochos and Megillah Reading

After hearing the baal koreh recite the brochos one may not speak, even
a single word.”” If he spoke even a single word between the brochos and
the megillah reading, he was not yotzeh®® the brocha for the mitzvah of
megillah (al mikroh megillah) and must recite the brocha himself (as
detailed in paragraph 4 above). However speaking between the brochos
and the reading of the megillah does not invalidate the other two brochos
(shehosoh nisim and shehecheyonu).>®

6. No Interruption between Megillah and Last Brocha

After the baal koreh finishes reading the megillah (even though there is a
short break while the megillah is rolled up) one is not permitted to speak
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even one word until after the baal koreh recites the fourth brocha (harav
es revainu).%0 It is questionable if his speaking invalidates this brocha.
Therefore, bdieved, if one did speak between the reading and the last
brocha he should not repeat the brocha.®!

7. Obligation to Stand While Listening to Brochos

When the baal koreh recites the brocha to be motzi the congregation he
should be standing.5? The listeners should also be standing while being
yotzeh with the brochos®*h

The baal koreh must remain standing for the entire reading of the
megillah, however the listeners may follow the reading while either stand-
ing or sitting.®*

The fourth brocha (recited after the megillah reading) must also be re-
cited by the baal koreh while standing. The congregation listening to the bro-
chos must also be standing while being yotzeh with the baal korel’s recital.®®

h Lchatchilla it is preferable to recite and listen to the brochos without being supported by

leaning on a shtender.%¢
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8. Women’s Obligation of Megillah and Brochos

A woman’s obligation to hear megillah reading is the same as that of a
man’s.%” She too must hear every word, otherwise she is not yotzeh.%® She
too is obligated to hear the brochos, or to recite them herself. She too
may not speak even a single word between the brochos and the megillah
reading.

At the morning reading, when the baal koreh recites the shehecheyonu,
she too should have specific intention to be yotzeh shehecheyonu for the
mitzvah of megillah, as well as for the mitzvos of mishloach monos and
seudas Purim®® (and matonos levyonim).”

a. Preferable to Come to Shul for Megillah

Optimally — if every word of the megillah can be clearly heard in the
women’s section — she should come to shull to hear the brochos and the

i There are a number of mitzvah advantages of coming to shul to hear the megillah, one of
which is: brov am hadras melech. The posuk in Mishlei’* states that by appearing in a multitude
before the King, His subjects honor Him in a show of great splendor. Chazal derive from this
passage that when many people are planning to recite a brocha or read one text, the optimum
way to perform the mitzvah is as a single large delegation. By delegating one person to perform
the mitzvah on behalf of the group, it is as if one large group is performing the mitzvah rather
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megillah being read for the fzibur.”! She is also required to have specific
intention to be yotzeh with the baal koreh’s brochos,”? and to have specific
intention to be yotzeh her mitzvah obligation of listening to the megillah.”

b. Megillah Reading Session for Women

If she cannot leave her children or her other domestic responsibilities, or
if the megillah cannot be clearly heard in the women’s section, she may
hear the megillah at home.”

Many communities organize special megillah reading sessions for
women who cannot come to shul. Technically the baal koreh who is being
motzi the women with the megillah reading is permitted to be motzi them

with the brochos as well.”” However, the Poskim rule that it is preferable

than separate individuals doing so. The more people being yotzeh with one person’s brocha and
reading, the more splendor is demonstrated in the performance of the mitzvah.

Additionally, when the megillah is read in shul the mitzvah is enhanced by more widely
publicizing the nais of Purim (greater pirsumei nisa).”

Another advantage is that a brocha (harav es revainu) is recited after the megillah reading
for a tzibur, but not after a private megillah reading. Thus, she has the additional opportunity
to be yotzeh a brocha offering gratitude and praise to Hashem for continuously saving us and

avenging those who wish to destroy us.
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for one woman to recite the brochos out loud in order to be motzi all the
other women.”® If no one is willing to volunteer to be motzi the others,
then each woman should recite all three brochos herself.”’

Many have the minhag that women recite 72°3n y10w? (to listen to the
megillah) instead of 72> X1 2y (to read the megillah).8° Some Many
Poskim suggest that it is preferable to recite n2°an X1pn ynw?. Either way

she is yotzeh.3Y
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Some Poskim are of the opinion that women should recite al mikroh megillah the same as men.%?
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The other two brochos recited before the reading (shehosoh nisim and
shehecheyonu) are the same. However the brocha designated for after the

reading (harav es revainu) is not recited (it is only recited for a tzibur

9. Parents’ Obligation

)_83

Parents are obligated to bring their children to be yotzeh the brochos®*
and the megillah reading.®® This obligation of chinuch applies to girls® as

well as boys.

Since the mitzvah is to hear the entire megillah being read, the par-
ent is only obligated to bring children who are old enough and capable
enough to listen to the entire reading.®” Although parents are not ob-
ligated to bring children who are not capable of listening to the entire
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megillah, nevertheless, they may bring younger children — provided that
the parent is confident that the child will not disturb the listeners.®8

10. Being Motzi lll and Elderly Persons

A mank who has already been yotzeh his obligation of megillah may read
the megillah a second time to be motzi ill or elderly persons,! but should
Ptchatchilla not recite the brochos for them. Rather the listeners should
recite all the brochos themselves.®’

k A boy over the age of 13 who knows how to read the megillah may be asked to be motzi

adults their obligation of hearing the megillah and brochos.

1 If the patient is too ill to be able to listen to the entire megillah, he is exempt. There is no

mitzvah to listen to a portion of the megillah (see footnote). !
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11. Havdolah after Megillah

When Purim falls on motzoei Shabbos, the minhag is to delay recital of
havdolah until after the megillah reading.®?

C. Davening and Bentching

Purim is an opportunity to express our gratitude and praise to Hashem for

His miraculous tangible intervention in the past, and also in our day-to-
day lives.”> We do this on Purim in davening and bentching by reciting al

hanisim.™

We discuss davening and bentching issues in the following format:

1. Al Hanisim in Sh’mona Esrei
2. Al Hanisim in Bentching
3. Meal Ended after Purim

m Like Chanukah we recite al hanisim, but unlike Chanukah we do not recite hallel on Purim.%*
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4. Bentching when Purim Falls on Motzoei Shabbos

5. Brocha Achrona

1. Al Hanisim in Sh’mona Esrei

In Sh’mona Esrei of maariv on Purim evening, and shachris and mincha
on Purim day, al hanisim is inserted®® in the brocha of modim.%®

If one neglected to say al hanisim, but caught his mistake before re-
citing Hashem’s Name in the concluding part of the modim brocha,” he
should go back to the point in the text where al hanisim is inserted, recite
al hanisim, and continue from there.*’

If he caught the mistake after reciting Hashem’s Name, he should not
say al hanisim, but rather just finish the brocha (i.e. mmn% X3 721 W 110N)
and continue reciting Sh'mona Esrei.”®

Nevertheless, if he remembers before finishing Sh'mona Esrei he can
still partially®® rectify the omission, by reciting al hanisim at the end of
Sh'mona Esrei before the last 11377 7719 (This is explained in greater de-
tail in Chapter Five, Section C.1.)

n The modim brocha is one brocha but is sometimes printed in two or three paragraphs. It
starts with 0°71 and continues with the next paragraph 072 7y1 then with the paragraph 721

017 and ends with Mm% X3 721 7w 2107 7 AR 2.
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Once he ends Sh'mona Esrei,'! the opportunity to recite al hanisim
has been lost (i.e. he is not required to recite al hanisim after finishing
Sh'mona Esrei, nor is he required to go back and recite Sh'mona Esrei a

second time in order to include al hanisim

2. Al Hanisim in Bentching

)'102

In every recital of bentching on Purim al hanisim is added to the second

brocha (nodeh).13

If one neglected to say al hanisim, but caught his mistake before recit-
ing Hashem’s Name in the concluding part of the second brocha, (i.e., 7112
1m0 231 yIRn 2y own 7nX) he should go back and recite al hanisim then
continue bentching from 72 071 1INIX WK Dwi 27 Py1.104

If he caught the mistake affer reciting Hashem’s Name, he should not
say al hanisim, but rather just finish the brocha (i.e., P77 2v1 yx7 %v) and

continue bentching.!%

Nevertheless, since the “horachamon” paragraphs are technically

connected!% to bentching, he can still partially

107 rectify the omission,

by reciting al hanisim in the form of a request in the “horachamon”
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section!®®° (i.e.,0nn D2 1MIAR? PWYW DWI MK?DI D203 132 AWY’ K17 RO
121 INOX1 2370 102 7 72,19 The Merciful One who saved us miracu-

lously in those days, so too save us miraculously now).!°

Once he finishes bentching, the opportunity to recite al hanisim in
bentching has been lost.!

3. Meal Ended after Purim

If the seuda started on Purim day (i.e., a k’zayis of bread was eaten before
shkiah,) and did not end until after tzeis hakochovim, al hanisim is recited
in bentching (even if bread was eaten after tzeis hakochovim).113P

o This is the part of bentching where we ask The Merciful One to bless our parents, our family,
our host, and whatever we ourselves are lacking.!"! A person is therefore permitted to insert al
hanisim in that part of bentching, change it slightly, and recite it in the form of a request.

p However, according to some Poskim if one interrupts his Purim seuda to daven maariv, he
may no longer say al hanisim in bentching.!"* Therefore the Poskim suggest abstaining from

davening maariv until after the seuda.!>
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4. Bentching when Purim Falls on Motzoei Shabbos

When Purim starts on motzoei Shabbos people often start shalosh seudos
before shkiah, and sometimes continue to eat additional k’zaysim of bread
until nightfall when they are ready to bentch.

Eating a k’zayis of bread before shkiuh (still Shabbos) obligates a
person to recite r’tzei.'' Eating a k’zayis of bread after nightfall (already
Purim) would usually obligate a person to recite al hanisim." However,
reciting both r’tzei and al hanisim for the same meal is conflicting. The
problem is that reciting r’tzei indicates that the meal was deemed a Shab-
bos meal, while reciting al hanisim conflictingly indicates that the meal is

deemed a Sunday (Purim) meal. ¥

To bypass this conflict the Poskim recommend that at shalosh seudos
one should preferably not eat a k’zayis of bread past shkiah,'® and espe-
cially try to avoid eating bread after tzeis hakochovim.'?°

If one did continue to eat bread after shkiah, or even after tzeis hako-

chovim he should only recite r’tzei and not al hanisim.
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Purim, Chapter 8, D

Although al hanisim is added to bentching, a reference to Purim is not
added to any of the mayn shalosh brochos (i.e., al hamichya, al hagefen,

or al hoetz).'*?

D. Brochos and Davening while Intoxicated

1. Three Halachic Levels of Intoxication

2. Davening while Under the Influence

3. “Recognizably Drunk” not Counted Towards a Minyan

4. Brochos and Bentching while Under the Influence

1. Three Halachic Levels of Intoxication

Chazal classify a person who has been drinking wine or other alcoholic

beverages into one of three halachic levels of intoxication.!

23

a. High ("nw) — he drank three or more ounces of wine'** or one
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to two ounces of whiskey,'”> and feels relaxed and somewhat euphoric
(“high”). He may have minor impairment of reasoning and memory but
is in control of his actions and his speech.!?®

b. Recognizably Drunk (m2>°w) — i.e., drunk to the extent that he is
“unable to speak to a king.”'*” The Poskim explain that a person is in
this category when his drunkenness can be recognized by his difficulty
in walking or balance,'*® and/or if his speech is impaired.!* One would

not want to be in a position to have to speak to his boss,*® and would

certainly be unable to speak to a king in that condition.

c. Drunk “Like Lot” (% 2w 1n112w2) — i.e., he is disoriented and has
inadequate comprehension of where he is or what he is doing.!!
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2. Davening while Under the Influence

The Shulchan Aruch'®? states that one should Ichatchilla not daven
(Sh'mona Esrei or SWma'®®) if he is even just a little high.!** Rather, he
should try to eliminate his intoxication' by taking a walk or a short
nap before endeavoring to daven.!*® Nevertheless, on Purim some Poskim
permit a person who is “high” to daven Ichatchilla, provided that he is
not at the intoxication level of “recognizably drunk.”'*’ If one must daven
when he is “high” he should at least take care to daven from a siddur."*®

According to all views, if he is at the intoxication level of “recogniz-
ably drunk” he must absolutely refrain from davening.!* If he insists on
davening in that condition, his davening is not valid, and he must daven
again when he is sober.*

Thus, if after the Purim seuda one was at the level of “recognizably
drunk” he should not attempt to daven maariv. Rather he should try to
reduce his level of intoxication before attempting to daven. If he is unable
to lower his intoxication level, it is better to go to sleep and try to wake up

MY L7 YW ora YaR 1 MW Ty
INYONW ,PPIR ORI ,0O7 R, MINYY
XIW NRD ,N%En Lapn 77apm ,aven
13131575y ,0Ipn 2w Nnnwa 2% 201 N
Y737 WrWeR RN 1 P70 V¥ D DM
.05 77777 oI

7T PR 1991 97T 3 vo ow R 18
D Yy AR pYYENAW PRI PRWY 15w N3
19W 931 (271 12°0 717N) 5INPT YT ANYY
POVIN PRY 3T O JINn 079950 OX
X707 970y (07 AR 19) ,LYN NDYY
,2INP ANW XY :97T V7Y 70 MR VW
H9On ox 79 Y 927 71> X1 OX
,77111 *19% 9279 157 1°R OX1 795N INYEN
.75y ,72avIn 1n%on Y9N ox

595N MAY IR V7T 0 AR YW 40
YN 1 POWD

92y DX 12°BR : 977 'R Y0 07X 0 v M

175 W7R 7w (R”0 v”¥ °D) W R 1B
YyNW NR*IP3 10K 7YY ARW 177 .7980
.(’'1 P70 oW 27m) 79°5N2 TORY 113

73 1 Anw ;971 (X7 ,0”7% o) QW Yy 1
0TI .H7OY 11 POW TV Y9N YR ,Nvead
;97713 foY °>13 owa 7 pro aw 27»N
593 712°W PRI 7397 NINWY 2737 OX AXI
W ox 7%nnaY Y9one X% 77DR NYyhana
570y 1 oy

.R”D (V7% °0) QW YW 1%

93 7wy, 2m 717 971 72 yo aw w13
,MY°37 INWWS B 5700 DR PPADN L RINW
INTDWN APVW 19w 95 NP AW oR AR
anTMR N

7D 27D 7% ‘om Anbw Yw o1 min W
NNWW »3 AR ©7P2 79BN PR and 1
D151 190K RYT 112 WDHK : 977712 2N
7°NnaY 12 TWwDRT DIWn ,2Im2 RYR 72°nNY

237

3/27/2018 2:19:59 PM



238

brochos.indb 238

HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

before chatzos or at least before alos hashachar (72 minutes before sunrise)
and daven at home. If he was unable to get up, he should daven a second

Sh'mona Esrei at shachris as restitution for missing maariv.'14

NOTE: When a person accidentally misses davening he is required to compen-
sate for the omission by reciting an extra Sh’mona Esrei at the following daven-
ing."> This is called tashlumim (payment to compensate for the lost Sh’mona
Esrei). (The halachos of tashlumim are discussed in detail in Addendum Two.)

3. “Recognizably Drunk” not Counted Towards a Minyan

The Mishna Berura rules that one who is at the intoxication level of “rec-
ognizably drunk” may not be counted towards a minyan.!*® (In a situation

of great need see footnote.'*”)

4. Brochos and Bentching while Under the Influence

One who is moderately intoxicated, “high,” is permitted to recite bro-
chos® and is even permitted to bentch.'*

q A person who overslept!¥? past midday'*3 on Shushan Purim must recite a second Sh’'mona
Esrei after reciting SW'mona Esrei of mincha. 44
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Purim, Chapter 8, E 239

Lchatchilla, one should try to recite brochos and bentch before he
reaches the level of “recognizably drunk” Bdieved, if he is already at the
level of “recognizably drunk,” and it is not practical for him to try to bring
down his level of intoxication, he is permitted to recite brochos and to

bentch as best he can while being “recognizably drunk”!>°

One who is at the level of “drunk like Lot” should not attempt to recite
brochos or bentch, as they will be invalid anyway."!

E. Brochos for Eating and Drinking in
Numerous Houses

On Purim evening it is quite common for people to visit friends and
neighbors to share divrei Torah (and Purim Torah) and partake of a
Ichaim and a snack at each stop. This Purim night routine of drinking
and snacking in multiple houses invariably creates a brocha question —
i.e., should one recite one brocha rishona at the first stop and one brocha
achrona at the end, or separate brochos at each destination?

This issue is also relevant to people who partake of a snack or a drink
as they make the rounds to collect tzeduka on Purim night or as they
deliver mishloach monos on Purim morning.
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

Chazal mandated that a brocha remains in effect until one changes
locations.!>? Generally, when one recites a brocha in his house, as soon
as he steps out of the door his brocha is considered to be no longer effec-

tive.!>3 If he wishes to continue eating in another house he must first recite

a new brocha.>%r

r A notable exception to this rule!>> is when a person ate (a k’zayis'>® or more of) bread'™” in
the first location and moved to a second location Chazal considered it as if his original place
moved along with him.!*® As such he is not required to recite another brocha rishona in the
second location and may bentch there. Some Poskim!*® extend this leniency to mezonos (i.e.,
instances where he ate a k’zayis or more of mezonos in the first location).1®® Some Poskim!¢!
extend this leniency even further to fruit of the seven species (i.e., where a k’zayis or more of
fruit of the seven species was eaten, or a reviis or more of wine was drunk at the first location,
the brocha remains in effect for all the subsequent locations). (Note: the halachos of a change
of location after reciting a brocha are discussed in detail in Halachos of Brochos, Chapter

Nine.)

.152 — 149 'Yy {1992 107 71D 1R

D 2712 X2 /R P70 {10 7 70 K71y 136
172 pro R

QW 177 27y 373 M>72 NUawan nyt
7572 WA 92T RIT DD RPITT LNPIYNn
X7 DW2 71 Y0 N7V K772 R ,INIPH2
2737 971 W7KRI7 0w n7yp 0 w1 v 1%
0 RY ORW 7170 9193 T RHp PYVIRY
199K "7 77291 MIpn? 1IN A% 370 IR
197 93912 RIT PV

D *DY 'R D ‘1T PID NID72 WK nyT
*Pp /n 28 95 031 NDT 17Bp 70 WM AR
X211 ,99p12 71072 YOI 127 Mpn 1T
X7 QW2 /77 Y0 N7Yp 0 YW1

nyIw 215 771n P70 (M7yp) ow 27ma 160
PV RYTY RO X7

937 /K "2 77 P15 N1D72 'Y mranan Nyt o
,1M1PA2 1572 PIYVIT 127 NP 2°1Hh NYaY
X211 (2°2197 XAW ]1°D 712 Y901 10 Ow)
.R”> QW2 ’71 Y0 N7Yp 0 ¥7IW3

D21 /T IR 37 1 ‘7N R ND Yoxa pa7 162

.17¥p 70 ¥7Iwa 199a% x2m1 ,ab R
153 — 133 'mY 71972 107 DDA 37Wn AR
TR31,17X N13Y72 0177 *0IDI QPN MPW T3
NPW YW AT XwNL 1Y vanw an 1 upnyi
.0*7D2 DIPn

7 2971 'R Yo (YR o) ow v 19
nnDY 1% XXM MY 9372 1AM IRIPT YO
,702% X ampn Arwy PRI, A
8,7 ’¥17 136 ‘MY 715732 N7 1003 1YY D7V
Y312 T» poD M7 OX P0IBT 12NV N
T AR N°2% PINM BOW OR RPIT IR LRYW
/217K Y0 ow vy

2°n° (27¥ X”p 77 0°10D) QW ‘M2 XK 15
NINRT R ,PWDIT HWH INRPI RTON 27
07372 XX IOKR XY , 7127 718 DIpn W
DAX LIPIpP TINRY 7973 PIIVD PRW
PR PP 7INRY 7572 Phven 037
.7 3T KPP RYPY RHOYY XM, 7120 IR
791 ,RTOM 293 POD (2 °¥O N”Yp) R7PIM
©”1 993 R7MT 3 Y0 DV 277 YW oD
93 VYD IPOD 131173 P70 DV 27N 17V D
31 1997 YW 02177 20157 1773 1YY 00D

3/27/2018 2:19:59 PM



brochos.indb 241

Purim, Chapter 8, E

Thus, according to all views if one eats any nosh (except bread, mezo-
nos, or fruit of the seven species) or drinks any beverage (except wine) his
shehakol will not be valid when he leaves.'®? He will require a new brocha
in the next location.

If he eats mezonos (e.g. cake, crackers, etc.) or fruit of the seven spe-
cies (e.g. grapes, raisins, dates, etc.) or drinks wine, according to some
Poskim he will be required to recite a brocha in the next house while
according to other Poskim he will be prohibited from reciting a brocha.'®?

To circumvent the halachic uncertainties of eating in multiple loca-
tions on Purim, the Poskim advise'®* to do as follows:

o When reciting the brocha rishona one should have specific inten-

tion that his brocha should be valid for that location only.
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

« Before leaving he should recite the appropriate brocha achrona for
whatever he ate or drank (if he ate a k’zayis or drank a reviis).1

At each subsequent location he should again recite a new brocha

rishona (having specific intention that his brocha should be valid

for that location only) and brocha achrona.!

67

F. Purim Seuda

Brochos issues relating to the Purim seuda are discussed in the following

format:
1. Requirement to Eat a Lavish Purim Seuda
2. Wine during the Seuda
3. Wine before the Seuda
4. Whiskey during the Seuda
5. Minhag to Eat Seeds (e.g. Sunflower Seeds)
6. Plans to Start Seuda at Home and Finish Someplace Else
7. Plans to Leave in Middle of Seuda and Return Home to Bentch
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Purim, Chapter 8, F

1. Requirement to Eat a Lavish Purim Seuda

The Shulchan Aruch states that it is a mitzvah to eat a festive lavish meal

on Purim day.'68s

The mitzvah obligation of seudas Purim is incumbent
on men, women'® (because they too were miraculously rescued), and

children'? (because of chinuch).

There is a difference of opinion among the Poskim whether one can be
yotzeh the mitzvah of seudas Purim without bread.'”? Some Poskim rule
that one is obligated to eat the meal with bread, similar to the requirement
of a Yomtov seuda. According to this view, even if there is a lavish spread,
one is not yotzeh the mitzvah of seudas Purim unless he also washes and
eats bread.'”?

s The Poskim state that one should start the seuda early enough in the afternoon so as to have

the bulk of the seuda during the day of Purim — before nightfall.1”!
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HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

Other Poskim are of the opinion that one can be yotzeh the mitzvah
by having a meal with delicacies other than bread.!”*

NOTE: On Yomtov there is a mitzvah to eat no less than two meals with bread

on each day of Yomtov. The halachos of eating a meal on Yomtov (e.g., re-

quirement of lechem mishneh, requirement to drink wine, a woman’s obligation

of Yomtov seuda etc.) are discussed in detail in Chapter Sixteen, Section B.

2. Wine during the Seuda

On Purim day we'” have the mitzvah obligation to become intoxicated.”®

Preferably from drinking wine,"”” but also from drinking other intoxicat-

ing beverages'”® — and preferably at the Purim seuda.
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Purim, Chapter 8, F

Wine (because of its chashivus) is not exempted by the bircas hamotzi,
and thus requires its own specific brocha rishona (borei pri hagofen).'s°
However the wine will not require a separate brocha achrona as it will be
covered by the bircas hamozon.!!

3. Wine before the Seuda

Sometimes people choose to start drinking before they are ready to wash
for the Purim seuda. In this case one should be mindful that his borei pri
hagofen can (and should) be effective both for the before-meal wine that
he is about to drink, and also for the during-the-meal wine which he will
drink a little while later. When he recites the brocha for the before-meal
wine he should have specific intention to also exempt the wine that he

plans to drink during the meal.!8?
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246 HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

By using the brocha of the before-meal wine to exempt the during-
the-meal wine, two halachic benefits occur. Firstly, the during-the-meal
wine will not require another borei pri hagofen.'®> Secondly, the before-
meal wine will not require a brocha achrona. Rather it will be linked to the
meal (i.e., as if it is being used during the course of the meal) and will be
exempted by the bircas hamozon.!3*

However, if one suspects that there might be a delay of a half hour or
more from the time he stops drinking to the time the seuda will actually
start, he should recite a brocha achrona (al hagefen) for the before-meal
wine.!®> At the seuda when he plans to resume drinking wine he should
recite another borei pri hagofen.

Similarly, if he suspects that he might have to leave the house for a few
minutes before starting the seuda, he should recite al hagefen when he
finishes drinking, and should recite borei pri hagofen when he is ready to
resume drinking again at the seuda.'

4. Whiskey during the Seuda

During the course of a bread meal a brocha is not required for beverages,

because they facilitate the eating process. As such, they are covered by the
brocha on the bread.!s”
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Purim, Chapter 8, F

Whiskey, on the other hand, is generally consumed to toast a “Ichaim”
or to intoxicate rather than to aid in the eating process or to quench one’s
thirst. As such, it should not be exempted by the bircas hamotzi and
should require a separate brocha (shehakol) during the course of a meal.
However, whiskey (besides being an intoxicant) is also an appetite stimu-
lator. The minhag haolam is not to recite a separate brocha for whiskey
consumed during the meal because it stimulates and thus aids the eating,
and is therefore covered by the bircas hamotzi,'®® even if one is not drink-

ing to stimulate his appetite.'s

5. Minhag to Eat Seeds (e.g. Sunflower Seeds) at the Seuda

Some people observe a minhag® to eat seeds at the evening Purim meal™
or at the main Purim day seuda.’®? This minhag is to remind us of Daniel'*?
and also Esther'® who resided in the Persian palace and because of kashrus

restrictions had to subsist on such foods.

Seeds and nuts in general are eaten for snacks rather than with bread
as part of a meal. As such they are not exempted by the hamotzi.'> Thus,

X237) 1 PO (A7XIN) oW X7 o7) M
QW INYW IIVA DINR (R PO QW 2713
D°1YITT 2NOW °» w1 :97ATa 210 (7730N)
YT X271 (37p0 R7an) ANWRIN 0292 on
575y 072 amik 919KRY amann a1 nva nnd
‘v Y0 (77370 °0) QW RwWn Py oy 2
.012 N7 P10RY X AMInnY

0°21577 D198% w1571 (7730) ow wiab 193
17aM1 9R°IT I9ORW @U1IYATY 57,0713
RITW YX°I7 >7¥ 19 03 77 79700 03w ,2333
.(R”¥ 170 77 7A97an 'om) 71N 727 °0Y Inn
INOR oM :271 270 D (7¥N) QW 27n
T 197397 7D 1PINRTI DIV 399X
PIYAT AYORAW 720Y

NDIRFW 71 7R I7YR 20 W v M 15
.86 ,82 'Y 17572 jn1 MDDA

.(’R 7¥0 17yp D) QW y7Iw %6

Y7577 197 .ND7 13723 0*IWDI BAW DNWRIN
N>722 DMWVBIY ATINT 13V INDT QW R”PI7
.84 'mY 71572 1N 1502 12 7Wn Y1 N7
1 2971 R P70 (7Y °D) QW R7n Y 188
X2 2°wn XY THN INNW? 71T PRI W
T1IYa1 137 PYY 773% 77I%I ATIVon nenn
Dy Yon 9712 270 oyo aw ntwn
WA YoRAT NNIRN TNY? I XIT WO
191,779 7722 % X1 ,A9°RY ApInY avn
79y ,nw? PRI XN LIWDY 2R 9 Amn
HIRMI NIRN T7IYY NI PRW D Yy AR 18
TIYNI B73YT 110 171 70 nY” T713% 719 7
WA NYRY 75,7122 7R YOXMNI NIXD
JDreT WO

ww X7 2971 'R YD 17%7N0 7D X7 190
QONYIT? 957,007 2PN YORM PIORY
.07y ,(12 93) 9222 1am Hx1T Hoxw

247

3/27/2018 2:19:59 PM



248

brochos.indb 248

HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR ALL SEASONS

on Purim if one eats seeds or nuts during the course of his meal he must
first recite borei pri hoadoma/hoetz. A brocha achrona is not required as

they are exempted by the bircas hamozon."®

97 or chick peas.!”8

Some observe this minhag by eating beans, rice,!
Since beans, rice, and peas are generally eaten for satiation they would not

require a separate brocha.!”?

6. Start Seuda at Home and Finish Someplace Else

If at the start of the seuda — when he recites hamotzi — one has specific
intention to conclude in another location (or at least to eat some bread in
the second location?°’) he may leave without bentching and continue in

the second location without reciting a new brocha rishona.

201t

However, if — when he recited hamotzi — he did not have intention
to continue his seuda in another location, he is not permitted to leave in

order to continue his seuda in a second location.?

02

t Provided that he resumes eating in the second location within shiur ikul (generally 72 min-

utes) after leaving the first location. 23
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Purim, Chapter 8, F

7. Leave in Middle of Seuda and Return to Bentch

Lchatchilla one should not leave his house in the middle of the seuda,
even if he intends to return, because he might forget to come back and
bentch, or may be delayed for longer than shiur ikul and thereby forfeit
his right to bentch.?%*

However, if it is a situation where one can realistically expect not to
become delayed, he is permitted to leave on condition to return. For ex-
ample, if he was unable to daven mincha before he started the seuda, he
is permitted to leave in order to go to a nearby shul and to return after
mincha (provided that he feels confident that he will not be delayed or
sidetracked). He should not bentch before he leaves, and should not recite
a new brocha rishona when he returns.?%
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Chapter 9

HALACHOS OF BROCHOS FOR

Pesach

251

018 2:19:59 PM



