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Annulling Evil Decrees

Rabbi Joshua the son of Levi says that any person who answers Amen Yeha Shmei Rabba with all his
might merits that all evil decrees against him are annulled. Rashi explains that it has to be done with
full mental concentration.

The R"Y explains that evil decrees are annulled as soon as Jews are congregated in synagogues and
say Amen Yeha Shmei Rabba loudly.

Tos. Shabbat 119

It has been taught: R. Jose says, | was once travelling on the road, and | entered into one of the ruins
of Jerusalem in order to pray. Elijah of blessed memory appeared and waited for me at the door untill
| finished my prayer.

He said to me: My son, what sound did you hear in this ruin? | replied: | heard a divine voice, cooing
like a dove, and saying: Woe to the children, on account of whose sins | destroyed My house and
burnt My temple and exiled them among the nations of the world!

And he said to me: By your life and by your head! Not in this moment alone does it so exclaim, but
thrice each day does it exclaim thus! And more than that, whenever the Israelites go into the
synagogues and schoolhouses and respond: 'May His great name be blessed!' the Holy One, blessed
be He, shakes His head and says: Happy is the king who is thus praised in this house! Woe to the
father who had to banish his children, and woe to the children who had to be banished from the table
of their father!

TB Brachot 3a

Kadish. is a prayer to atone for Hillul Hashem
The Kadish, authored by the Anshe Keneset Hagdola after the destruction of the first Temple, is

comprised of exalting praise to God. It is a prayer to atone for the Hillul Hashem caused by the
destruction of the temple and the Land of Israel, and the resulting Jewish diaspora, as the prophets
say: And so | will show my greatness and my holiness, and | will make myself known in the sight of
many nations. Then they will know that | am the LORD." (Ezekiel 38:23)

Oruch Hashulchan 55

Kadish Explain

I will quote some explanations from the Avudrahamas well as the Turon a few of the words.
V'vam'likh mal'khutei - May He establish His Kingship: In this plea we pray for God's sovereignty to be
recognized on us.

L'eila min kol bir'khata v'shirata - beyond any blessing and song: Here God is described as far above
any human expression of earthly royal grandeur.

Toosh'b'chatah v'nechematah - praise and consolation: God will be consoled and comforted with the
speedy rebuilding of Zion, more than with any human consolation.

The Tur (OC 56) similarly writes that God is saddened by the exile of the Jewish people, and we pray
that He should be comforted soon by redeeming us.

Yesod Veshoresh Hoavoda




