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A SHABBOS ALERT TO THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

We have been asked regarding the ' KOSHER SWITCH", which is being
marketed as a switch which may be used to turn electricity on and off on Shabbos.

After carefully reviewing the device, we have concluded that it relies upon heteirim which are not reliable. There are
three major flaws in the heter. 1) The Grama aspect: The claim that this is less than a gramma is incorrect. As they
themselves acknowledge, a gramma is prohibited on Shabbos. This device is, at the very least a gramma and according
to many Halachic authorities would be considered a direct melachah, in turning the electricity on or off. 2) The Psik
Reisha aspect; the claim that the randomness of the pulse activity renders this a non-Psik-Raisha is incorrect. The
electricity goes on almost immediately after the switch is turned on. The fact that the inner working of the device
involves complex activity does not change this. As a matter of fact, many of the Psik Reisha examples in Shas and
poskim involve greater randomness and delays. 3) The Aeino Miskaven aspect; It is also doubtful that this is considered
an unintentional action at all since the device is manufactured to work this way.

The fact that the switch operates differently on Shabbos than during the week; and the fact that the switch’s appearance
is different than a regular switch is irrelevant. Poskim generally agree that anything which is easily used on Shabbos,
cannot be considered a shinui or gramma even if it has been designed to do the melacha in an unusual or technologically
indirect manner.

All this in addition to the fact that this innovation runs contrary to basic core Torah and Shabbos values, and is
definitely a zilzul d’Shabbos which itself is reason enough to prohibit its use.

This innovation has been publicized with the representation that it has the endorsement of “leading Poskim and
Orthodox Rabbis” and that it is permitted for use /echatchila and is actually recommended for installation in Jewish
homes for the enhancement of Shabbos. However, some of these Rabbis have already stated that they do not endorse
use of this product on Shabbos.

This device should not be brought into any Jewish home. This device is undoubtedly prohibited for use on
Shabbos and can lead to a tragic desecration of Shemiras Shabbos.

W IR ANy po'a i e nrn ORI TIT ININR ININY

We were shocked to learn of the introduction of the Kosher-Switch to the Frum community and have asked the
Gedolim for a ruling on the topic. We present a free translation of their ruling here and urge our community to unite in
rejecting this unfortunate and misleading innovation.

97 7210 NYUN INNT N TNV DNNIAX

718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com Thursday, April 23, 2015 Flatbush Jewish Journal | 7



21wOn Y'onYy

A SHABBOS ALERT TO THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

n7yon7 nNweX wTn? IN'Dnw ["KOSHER SWITCH"] 'wu'110 YW’ NM1dNN WTh 1'wdn 17y
1191 N{7OSNN N¥'NA NION 'V AT IN'K N¥PA N7V 7awWnn NP7 TNY )2 KIN IN71V91 ,Nawa 'mwn
AWDI NN DIYA 'OX NTA ['RY 11019 DNIX'NNIL,7AWN NP7TN7 DMNIA FIXID D727NN2 YUK IR '0719
70910 D'O719NY 1NAY AT RIN N¥'NAN NNONY INNT'OY [N N 12 WnNwn? n7'Nnd7 X

.0N7Y NINI0T9 1'WONN X' NR'MY 921,121 DNIN'R NNJAL'RIPRA KIN DN7271 0'07190 NYSInI

DAY7 'R DN 7Y DDA AT7A 'WONaY NYT? 1IND12 ,ANd2a1 29 7y2 DNMAT 7V 112YY AINX AN
2751 |"Ty NTY DN ,0NNATA 29797 W' N1IN WK - XNNA T TN (K .0'Y0 an ,0'nNl DNin
NOX'7N NWYN 1TA2 KINY DN 070192 NIV'Y NN271,NAWA NIOXY D'TIN DNIX'AN DAY X112 1T 97DV
7709 1T INT 'KTIA NN ;1709 7751 1'R NTYW 1ANDW 1709 1 TA T¥n (2 .12 [N NNyana | ,wnn
YN N'RIPZX NIIXD ATIONE NIN'R N¥PA XINY DNELOTRD NYYNY 2ANpa N7Y9 NYATIN ARXINDY |1
D1IYNRI] IXIANDI1 170D "T INY'PON 0T 'K 7nwnn N7Y9n7 Xan? NI 'R 1xy T¥n *T'n* 0719 75
'R T2 INTY 77D 0IYS 11'K DA (2 .0IWXRID WIISNDI DT [DIXA 0N 0”W2A NJTIY 1709 Nndl 070191

J'PNN

D'ANN IXYN NIV ANNN D21 710 7Un NIy NAYA IN71Y9 [DIXY DIYN XNI'2uN 12 Y'Y 19'0InY NN |2
NNINA NIX'M NID D17 NINA [DIXA [7INNA 79 AWX DINNXD 7172 12N 1201,Unn N1 'R .07
NII¥] 7911 12 D'YNNYA 7INa1,NAYA 71 N71V971 WIN'W? TNIM XIN UKD QR XMAl 'Y 7751 1'x1

NN

X”N TA7 DT TYXNY NAYT XNI7'T XI'RXY 1N2AL,NINN NNTNAYN NN 9 770 'R nTY nnn 1A a1 01
.NTMTANNY

NN W' I7'RO1,wUnn N7'NNDYT NI XKINWIENT 1'WON7 2WON1E NN D097 NWYN 1YY 12D DX NN NNl
NOWWY [1201 IX 7¥ 2¥N YIXR' 0'AYO7 TWNA 7RI 'M1] 11'PNNY 'RTOW 110191 ,727 0'DoNN 0N
N'NYN 72 Divnl Mmunin N71Y9 7y 90> 110N7 *1D DAl L2 2'WN7 nY1 1T 712'N 7W 1 TNA 1IRN NI2DY
N71 0T 'NIN7 W'Y VIYSI LD DNYT |'KY 0'AD0ND 1N01SNIY 011NN NNdN 1IYNY 11D DIANI DI
NNIPN DAY X2 071N N1 77V D'YIN N'PNNY NNl,NIX 7w a¥n 7\awa 'OX N DIYY 101007

Y 1MW 71T 01N'A? XA 'NTIAY D'N2 DNoA IMIPNN 27T¥N7 YT 12 'R 071N 719'07 DTN

My 11T e 1gen 1 for ek /f,(};ﬂg 13 ,),j

6 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Thursday, April 23, 2015 718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com



