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ASRanim Urge Public to

- Help Save
Bz Hamodia Staff

NEW YORK - After more
than two decades on Florida’s
" death row, Martin Grossman is
facing a Feb. 16 execution date,

Jew’s Life

- and askenim are requesting ithe

help of the public to save the iife
of Michoel Yechiel beu Miriam
Sargh.

Rabbi Menachem M. Katz, .,
Director of Prison & Military
Outreach of the Aleph Instituie,
urges the public to contact
Florida Governor Charlie Christ,
and ask him to commute :ihe

Piease furn o page 4 B

Askanim: Save Jew’s Liie

Continued from page 1

sentence to life imprisonment
without parole.

In 1984, during a scuffle,
~Grossman fired a shot that
killed a Florida Wildlife Officer.
Grossman, who was only 19 at
the time, was then under the
infivence of narcotics.

“No one is saying that he did-

n’t commit a murder, and no one
is saying that he shouldn’t be
punished,” Katz says. “But this
is not the type of case that some-
one should have gotten the
death penalty for”

He pointed out that in
Florida alone there are probably
between 20,000 and 30,000
inmates who have committed
murders but are not facing exe-
cution.

In the Grossman case, there
are numerous mitigating factors.

For one thing, the murder was
not premeditated; Grossman
panicked after the Wildlife offi-
cer had fired the first shot.

“He Lad no intention of hurt-
ing anyone that day,” Katz says.

Furthermore, Grossman was
under the influence of addictive
substances at the time, and a
subsequent psychological evalu-
ation showed a pitiful young
man, with a very low 1Q, who
had been sigoificantly trauma-
tized by a most difficult upbring-

ing.

Katz says that letters, emails
and calls to the governor can
really make a “difference. He
also urges anyone with connec-
tions to well-known individuals
to ask their contacts to use their
influence in this case.

Rabbi Katz adds, “He isn’t
the same person he was back
then. ”

Rabbi Hollander af
L'assurim, an organization that
seeks -to help Jewish prison
inmates, echoed the call.

“There is no question that we
condemn the killing a law offi-
cer; however, the mitigating cir-
cumstances of this case need to
be considered, and we believe if
they were taken into considera-
tion, Martin would never have
been sentenced with the death
penalty.

“All we are asking is that he
should not be executed, After
all, he wds only nineteen and
has already been in jail for 26
vears. Pléhse write to the gover-
nor and ask for life instead of
death for Martin Grossman.”

- Governor Crist can
contacled at:

Email: Charlie.Crist@myflori-
da.com

Telephone: 850-488-7146

Address: Governor Charlie
Crist

The Capitol

400 &o. Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL. 32399
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Martin Grossman, a Yid in Florida, was sentenced to death 25 years ago for fatally
shooting a wildlife officer who apprehended him when he was shooting in a forest.
Martin was then on parole, was terrified of being sent back to prison for violating his
probation. A struggle broke out which resulted in Martin fatally shooting her.

At that time, Martin was a 19 year old mentally and emotionally disturbed drug addict.
As stated in the Psychological Evaluation Report he did not have the mental capabilities
to make rational decisions or realize the results of his actions.

He has been on death row for 25 years and is set to be executed on February 16 .
Please call, send faxes or email , to the governor of Florida’s office

E-Mail: Charlie.Crist@myflorida.com
Telephone: 850-488-7146
Address: Governar Charlie Crist
The Capitol
400 So. Maonrae Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Fax number: 850-487-0801

Please use this letter as a sample only, use your own words
To the Honorable Governor Crist,

I am asking you to please consider the case of Martin Grossman, who 1s scheduled to be
executed on Feb. 16 of this year.

I know that you are fully aware of the significance of taking a life, and it is thus that [
appeal to you to reconsider, and to take into account the details of this case.

The Psychological Evaluation Report that was 1ssued March 28, 1990 made clear that we
are not dealing here with a planned, premeditated act. Rather, it was a crime committed
by an unstable, emotionally and mentally disturbed individual. Without minimizing in
any way the severity of the act itself, this factor should at least reprieve Mr. Grossman of
the death penalty.

Your honor, Martin Grossman is not the same unbalanced 19 year old, drugged-up addict
who committed an insane drug-induced act. Rather, he is today a forty-five year old

individual who would no longer hurt a soul, nor is he in a position to huit anyone.

In his twenty-five years in prison, Martin had not a single incidence of misbehavior, and
is considered a decent, respectful person.

In light of all this, I am asking you to please save Martin’s life.
Respectfully,



