
……………………………….From the desk of Meir Goldenson 

Date: Apr ‘10 
To: The International Association of Professional Shatnez Testers 
From: Meir Goldenson [ Beitar Shatnez Laboratory]  
 
RE: Relying on sample testing 
 

Bs’d 

An importer brought into Israel about 5000 suits to be distributed for free through a Yeshiva 
system to poor students. Some were also sold to those who could afford to purchase new suits. 
He said that he had a sample of suits tested in the lab in Bnei Brak and they were found to be 
Shatnez free. Therefore, he told the recipients that they could wear the suits and did not need 
them to be checked.   
 
An astute resident in Beitar brought the suit to the Shatnez lab of 
Beitar for testing 3 days ago, because she is very much aware that 
one cannot rely on a sample. I found a piece of fabric containing 
white linen threads in one direction. The scrap of fabric was used 
as a re-enforcement at the top of the front darts. The suit is 
Mattarozi Uomo, made in China. The one I checked states 70% 
wool and 30% polyester. Other suits list different percentages of 
wool up to 100% wool. See pictures attached.  
 
The customer was so concerned about this find, since she heard 
from many other parents that they had no intention of getting 
their son’s suits checked, that she got back to the importer with 
this issue. The importer contacted us to confirm that we had 
found Shatnez and took a number of additional suits to the lab in 
Bnei Brak, since that is where he has his business.  
 
The Yeshiva system sent out word to all the recipients that this problem exists in these suits and 
they could not be worn before they were checked for shatnez.  Since this warning was issued, 
about 25% of the suits that were brought for checking have been found to contain this piece of 
material with linen in it.     
 
Again, this emphasizes the need to check all suits and not rely on the word of a store owner or 
distributor that all the suits are shatnez free because the samples tested were shatnez free.  It is a 
neis that this was found just days before Pesach. It has saved many from the issur of shatnez.  
 
Chag Kosher v’sameach.  
Meir Goldenson  
The Shatnez Lab of Beitar 



 
 



 


